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To Bewick and Back – from Cherryburn into History 

 

 

 

To Bewick and Back: From Cherryburn into History comprises a series of 

four FREE guided walks that follow routes between celebrated engraver 

Thomas Bewick’s house in Gateshead and his birthplace at Cherryburn 

in Northumberland.  The walks are led by print maker Marcia Ley (of the 

University of Sunderland’s WALK Research Group), and natural historian 

Keith Bowey, who will act as route interpreters. 

 

As a package, the walks take participants on a journey, literal and 

metaphorical, exploring the history and natural heritage along Bewick’s 

oft-trod walks – from his birthplace, by the region’s greatest river, to the 

city where he developed his gift for interpreting the natural world.  This 

will be done by creating a connection between the route’s biodiversity 

(the variety of life) and its wider natural heritage alongside aspects of art, 

culture and history; as experienced through the process of walking in an 

‘interpreted’ landscape. 

 

The walks explore a 45km route along the River Tyne over four days in late August and September 

2014.  These will examine the history and natural history of Bewick’s landscapes, contrasting it with 

our own experiences, and will journey, on foot - as he did - to Cherryburn, the site of his birth.  The 

walks have been organised by the University of Sunderland’s WALK research group supported by 

The Bewick Society, the Natural History Society of Northumbria and Gateshead Council, using a grant 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

 

The journey commences at the location of what was Thomas Bewick’s house, in Gateshead, and 

progress in two stages along the south bank of the Tyne, along the route Bewick would have used to 

visit his family home, terminating at his birthplace at Cherryburn.  Walks Three and Four will return 

participants from Cherryburn along the north bank of the Tyne, eventually terminating at the site of 

Bewick's workshops in Newcastle. 

 

Background, from the Artists 

“To properly engage people in a greater 

understanding of their environment, we need 

to encourage both scientific and 

emotional responses to a locality” Dr. Mike 

Collier of WALK at the University of 

Sunderland. 

 

The project celebrates Bewick’s work and his 

influence as a natural historian, sharing this 

heritage with people using: public exhibitions 

of Bewick’s ‘wood engravings’, lectures, 

guided walks, a celebratory event and by 

stimulating art, that has grown from an 

experience of Bewick’s landscape. 

 

The suite of walks takes participants on a 

meandering journey, like that of the river, 

revealing history and natural heritage by 
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The building that now stands on 

the site of Bewick’s Gateshead 
home, on West Street 

 

 
Thomas Bewick by James Ramsay, 1816, courtesy of 
NHSN 
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Bewick’s byways.  During the four walks, the 

participants’ impressions of the landscapes 

they walk through and the wildlife they 

encounter en route will be captured using 

words, recordings and digital images. 

 

The feedback of the walkers will be channelled 

through a group of participating artists, from 

the University of Sunderland, who will 

accompany each of the walks.  From this, the 

artists will create work that responds to the 

walkers' experiences of the Bewick walks and 

of moving through ‘his’ landscapes.  This will 

form part of a larger journey, towards a greater 

understanding of his art and importance as an 

interpreter of natural heritage? 
 

Courtesy of such new perspectives, it is hoped 

to explore, and perhaps re-configure, attitudes 

and approaches to the environment.  

Ultimately, we seek to develop new 

perceptions and understanding of what it is to 

be in and of ‘a landscape’. 
 

Background, Thomas Bewick 

‘To Bewick and Back’ concentrates on the 

work of one of Europe’s most influential natural 

history illustrators; Thomas Bewick, a son of 

Northumberland and resident of Gateshead.  It 

celebrates his work and attempts to promote a 

greater appreciation of this amongst the public, 

many of whom are unaware of the enormous 

impact he had on the art of natural history 

illustration. 

 

In 1827 world-renowned illustrator John James 

Audubon, on seeing him at work, described 

Thomas Bewick as “the first wood-cutter in the 

world”.  Bewick however, remains relatively 

unappreciated by many in the north east, yet 

he is one of the giants of the region’s history. 

 

A renowned walker, often covering over 20 

miles in a day, Bewick was an astute observer 

of rural life.  The project uses the concept of 

walking through landscapes as a catalyst to 

celebrating and sharing his work. 

 

As Charlotte Bronte said, “Each picture told a 

story: mysterious often to my undeveloped 

understanding and imperfect feelings, yet ever 

profoundly interesting ... with Bewick on my 

knee, I was then happy” from Jane Eyre 

(1847). 

 

The Walks 

The To Bewick and Back – From Cherryburn 

into History guided walks, take place from late 

August to mid-September (with walks on 

Sunday 31
st
 August, Sunday 7

th
, 14

th
 and 28

th
 

September).  They cover a total distance of 

45km; the longest walk is 12.25km, the 

shortest 10km.  For more details about the 

individual walks, see below. 
 

For Health and Safety reasons, the number of 

participants on each walk is limited to 15; 

these places are allocated on a first come, first 

served basis. 
 

Most sections of the walks are on relatively 

level, surfaced paths, or on compacted earth.  

Some sections however, involve softer or wet 

substrates; be aware, conditions will be 

affected by the weather directly preceding 

each walk.   By the very nature of such long 

walks, some sections will be undulating and 

stiles and steps will be encountered but few 

sections of the routes can be considered 

‘steep’. 
 

 
Thomas Bewick in later life, from an engraving by F. Bacon, 

after a portrait by John Ramsay, gazing across the Tyne valley. 
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All of the walks are covered by the 1:25,000, 

Ordnance Survey Explorer Map: 316 

(Newcastle upon Tyne, Gateshead, South 

Shields, Prudhoe, Ponteland, Cramlington and 

Whitley Bay).  All walks start ‘walking’ at 10am, 

the projected finish time for each being 4pm. 
 

Walk One – Sunday 31
st

 August 

Starts at the site of Thomas Bewick’s House, 

on West Street, Gateshead, ends at Newburn 

Bridge; distance 12.25km (7.7 miles) 

 Start Time & Meeting Point – 10.00hrs at 

the Workplace Gallery at the ‘Old Post 

Office’, 19 West Street, between Lloyds 

Bank and the Trinity Square Health Centre, 

some 300m north of Gateshead Transport 

Interchange (Grid Reference NZ254633) 

 Route - Starts at the site of Thomas 

Bewick’s House on West Street, 

Gateshead, and then heads down to the 

River Tyne via the riverside park and its 

many sculptures.  From there, the path 

heads west along the riverside, past 

Dunston Staithes and the tidal basin, over 

the River Team and westward before 

moving away from the river for a short 

distance, past Dunston.  The route re-

connects with the river at ‘Timber Beach’, 

with its mudflats and riverside scrub.  

Negotiating the land between the 

Metrocentre and the Tyne, the journey 

moves towards Derwenthaugh, nuzzling 

alongside the Newcastle to Carlisle railway 

line, and crossing the River Derwent, 

before heading along the riverside to 

Blaydon.  At the industrial estate, the walk 

moves inland for a few hundred metres 

before picking up the Keelman’s Way, at 

Blaydon Station and it follows this by the 

river all the way around Stella South, to 

Newburn, where the journey ends at 

Newburn Bridge 

 What to look for – Late flowering wild 

flowers and late butterfly species, such as 

peacock and speckled wood - if the 

weather is fine.  Abundant gulls and wading 

birds might be seen along the River Tyne, 

with especially large numbers at Dunston’s 

extensive mudflats, if the tide is low.  If luck 

is with the walkers, peregrine falcon might 

be noted around the Gateshead riverside 

 Degree of difficulty: Relatively easy to 

moderate.  This walk is largely on surfaced 

paths with occasional rougher areas. There 

a number of road crossings.  Whilst there 

are a few descents and undulations of 

surface there are no steep inclines or 

significant ascents 

 Toilets – Available at Gateshead Transport 

Interchange and in the corner of Trinity 

Square (as well as at a number of 

commercial outlets there) at the start of the 

walk and at the Tyne United Rowing Club 

at the end of the walk 

 End point – Newburn Bridge, Newburn 

 Car Parking – Abundant car parking is 

available in the public car park on 

Swinburne Street (next to the old Town 

Hall) 100m from the start of the walk, cost 

£1.20 per day (on Sundays). 

Walk Two – Sunday 7
th

 September 

Starts at Newburn Bridge, ends at Cherryburn; 

distance 11.5km (7.2 miles) 

 Start Time & Meeting Point – 10.00hrs at 

the access point for the Tyne United 

Rowing Club rowing club, off Newburn 

Bridge Road (Grid Reference NZ163649) 

 Route - Starts at Newburn Bridge, 

proceeding along the riverside route, 

through Ryton Willows and west along the 

Keelman’s Way past the golf courses 

towards Wylam.  On reaching Wylam 

Station we cross into Northumberland, up 

the hill beyond the station towards Wylam 

Woods.  Along the ‘back road’ the route 

heads towards Hagg Bank then down the 

hill towards the riverside and west to the 

Tyne Riverside Park, via the Spetchells.  

From Ovingham Bridge, after a diversion 

through the industrial estate, the route 

climbs the hill through the fields towards 

Mickley.  Progress is then along the main 
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road as far as North Row, when the route 

drops to the track by the woods and 

towards Eltringham, Bewick’s boyhood 

stamping ground.  Then we progress along 

the ancient track way towards the river and 

the old ferry crossing, site of Bewick’s 

boyhood escapades, and finally up the hill 

towards Cherryburn 

 What to look for – Around Ryton Willow, 

there should be good numbers of ‘farmland 

bird species’, such as linnet and 

yellowhammer.  The last of the season’s 

wild flowers, including common species, 

such as the brilliant yellow of bird’s-foot 

trefoil may still be in bloom and the river 

may hold some wading birds and wildfowl, 

depending upon the state of the tide 

 Degree of difficulty: Moderate.  This walk is 

largely on surfaced paths but with 

occasional rougher areas, comprising grass 

or compacted surface footpaths.  There is a 

section of roadside walking on pavements 

and a small number of road crossings.  

There are a number of undulating inclines 

and a few steeper ascents but nothing of 

great significance 

 Toilets – Available at the Tyne United 

Rowing Club at the start of the walk and at 

the National Trust Property at the end of 

the walk 

 End point – Cherryburn National Trust 

Property, Mickley, Northumberland 

 Car Parking – Some free car parking is 

available in the car park of the Tyne United 

Rowing Club’s car park, this is to the west 

side of Newburn Bridge Road (on Haugh 

Lane), approximately 200m before 

Newburn Bridge. 

 

Walk Three – Sunday 14
th

 September 

Starts at ‘Ferry Landing’, Ovington and finishes 

at Newburn Activity Centre Car park, Newburn; 

distance 10km (6.3 miles) 

 Start Time & Meeting Point – 09.30hrs 

meet at the Newburn Activity Centre (Grid 

Reference NZ161656) for a vehicular 

transfer to Ovington, where the walk will 

start at 10.00hrs (Grid Reference 

NZ073635) 

 Route – Dropped off by the track to the 

Ovington cottages, the route reaches the 

riverside crossing point of the old Ferry 

Crossing, often used by Bewick as a boy.  

From this point the route moves 

downstream along the riverside paths, as 

far as Ovingham and then east out of the 

village.  To the east of the village the way is 

largely along the Ovingham to Wylam road, 

though it drops down to the riverside 

footpath for a few hundred metres, before 

heading east again along the road to 

Wylam.  It then drops to the riverside path 

below Wylam village and then heads 

through the village before moving east on 

the riverside path, past Stephenson’s 

Cottage, and then on to Hadrian’s Way.  

The walk skirts Ryton Island and 

progresses along the paths of the Tyne 

Riverside Country Park, before ending at 

Newburn Activity Centre 

 What to look for – Small numbers of 

wildfowl along the river’s course, (e.g. 

goosander, mallard)  the  possibility of 

migrating salmon if water flows are high 

and even common seal, running up river 

after migrating fish, could be noted 

downstream of Wylam 

 Degree of difficulty: Moderate.  This walk is 

partly on grass or compacted surface 

footpaths, with some surfaced paths in the 

latter stages.  There will be occasional 

rougher ground and there is a section of 

roadside walking (about 600m) on the 

verge of the Ovingham to Wylam Road.  

There are a number of stiles and kissing 

gates to negotiate; a few descents and 

small undulating inclines but no steep or 

sustained ascents 

 Toilets – Available at the beginning and 

end of the walk at Newburn Activity Centre 

 End point –  Newburn Activity Centre, 

Newburn, Newcastle 

 Free car parking is available in the car park 

of the Newburn Activity Centre. 
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Please note Ovingham Bridge is currently 

closed to road traffic (use Wylam Bridge four 

kilometres downstream, if necessary) 
 

Walk Four – Sunday 28
th

 September 

Start at Newburn Activity Centre car park, 

Newburn; finish at St. Nicholas’ Cathedral 

Square, Newcastle upon Tyne; distance 

11.5km (7.2 

miles) 

 Start Time & 

Meeting 

Point – 

10.00hrs  at 

the 

Newburn 

Activity 

Centre car 

park (Grid 

Reference 

NZ161656) 

 Route - 

Starts at the 

Newburn 

Activity 

Centre, 

heading 

east and 

downstream 

towards the 

Boathouse 

pub.  From 

this point the route crosses Newburn 

Bridge Road before picking up the public 

bridleway, and heading east towards the 

Newburn Industrial Estate, which the route 

passes through, before heading on a wide 

sweeping riverside walk around Newburn 

Haugh.  At the easterly point of this the 

route crosses over Lemington Gut and 

heads east along the river, through the 

many roadways and multiple crossings 

around Scotswood Bridge.  From here the 

walk is increasingly built-up, but largely 

uses the urban section of Hadrian’s Way.  

Beyond Scotswood it drops to the River 

Tyne riverside, and proceeds east along 

this into the heart of the city.  From the 

Newcastle Quayside, the walk climbs up 

the steep slopes of the Long Stairs, into the 

‘old city’ towards the cathedral and the site 

of Bewick’s apprenticeship and early 

working life, near Amen Corner 

 What to look for –  There should be large 

numbers of wading birds (lapwing, 

redshank and curlew) along the River Tyne 

and some wildfowl such as shelduck, 

mallard and teal.  If the sun shines, there 

may still may be common butterflies (e.g. 

small tortoiseshell, peacock and red 

admiral) sampling the last flowers of 

Newcastle’s ‘buddleia forest’.  At the walk’s 

end there may be another chance to see 

peregrine falcon around the Newcastle and 

Gateshead riverside 

 Degree of difficulty: Relatively easy to 

moderate.  This walk is largely on surfaced 

paths but with occasional rougher areas, 

comprising grass or compacted surface 

footpaths.  There is a section of roadside 

walking on pavements and a number of 

busy road crossings around the mid and 

end points of the walk.  There are a small 

number of undulating inclines and one 

steeper ascent, on City streets and steps, 

at the walk’s end 

 Toilets – Available at the beginning of the 

walk, at the Activity Centre, and also at the 

end of the walk in various locations in 

Newcastle 

 End point – St. Nicholas’ Churchyard, 

Newcastle 

 Car Parking – Free car parking is available 

in the car park of the Newburn Activity 

Centre. 

 

 

General Considerations for Participants 

All participants should be physically capable of 

completing the walk they have signed up to 

(based upon advertised ‘degree of difficulty’ 

and other details) and should come prepared 

for the rigours of such a walk.  This includes 

providing for themselves the appropriate 

equipment and sustenance, and the means to 

transport these through the day. 
 

Please note the strength of mobile phone 

signals may vary along the length of the walks, 

depending upon network used.  Toilets may 

not always be available at the beginning and 

end points of most of the walks or along the 

routes. 

 
Bust of Thomas Bewick in St. 

Nicholas’ Churchyard, Newcastle 
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What Participants Will be Doing on the To 

Bewick and Back Walks 

 Walking and experiencing the landscape 

and wildlife of the riverside routes that 

would once have been walked by Bewick 

 Learning more about the history and 

heritage of these routes 

 Contributing their thoughts and impressions 

(in words and images) so these can be 

used by the accompanying artists to inform 

the artwork that grows out of the 

‘experience’ of the walks 

 

What to Wear/Bring 

 Sensible, ‘outdoor’ clothes (covered legs – 

not shorts), two or three layers - so that you 

can take things off if you get hot or put 

them on if you get cold 

 Water and windproof jacket, over-trousers 

 Hat and gloves, in case of cold weather or 

wind 

 Strong, comfortable shoes (e.g. walking 

shoes or boots) 

 At the very least, an additional thin jumper 

and dry pair of socks 

 Enough food and drink to last the duration 

of the walk (six hours) 

 Digital camera or camera phone (if you 

have one - optional) 

 Binoculars (if you have them - optional) – a 

small number will be available to borrow 

 Rucksack to carry your equipment 

 Personal welfare kit, which, depending on 

conditions, might include: suntan lotion, 

sticking-plasters, toilet tissue, drinking 

water and a sun-hat  

 Any medication you may require (if you 

experience severe allergic responses, 

please make sure you bring your 

emergency kit) 
 

Participants are encouraged to bring cameras 

to document the walk in their own images. 

 

To address the ‘displacement’ of participants 

at the end of the linear walks, transport will be 

in place for up 15 participants to be transferred 

back to the start point of the walk. 

 

 

 

For more details about: 

 The Bewick Society see: www.bewicksociety.org 

 The Natural History Society of Northumbria see: www.nhsn.ncl.ac.uk 

 Gateshead Council see:  www.gateshead.gov.uk 
 

 

For more information about WALK at the University of Sunderland, and its previous work and 

exhibitions, see: www.walk.uk.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image & Photographic Acknowledgements:  The Bewick Society, Natural History Society of Northumbria and Keith Bowey. Illustrations by 
Thomas Bewick courtesy of The Bewick Society 
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